SERMON NOTES

“The Corners Of Our Fields,” 5771/2010
I now want to turn to a matter of great importance, one that I believe will resonate with all of us today as we observe this holy fast.

As we abstain from food on Yom Kippur, we must add meaning to our fast of repentance, and to the words of Isaiah that we read on this day:  “Is this not the fast I have chosen...to share your bread with the hungry?”  As we search within ourselves during these High Holy Days, we must also reach outward, seeking to act in ways that give greater meaning to our prayers for forgiveness.

I ask you to share your fast with the hungry this year by joining in an appeal called “The Corners Of Our Fields.”  The appeal collects food for organizations here in our community, and dollars for MAZON:  A Jewish Response to Hunger, to help feed hungry people everywhere.  

It is critical that we do both.  This country has an unprecedented number of hungry people/households:  _______ in our state alone.*  Through our congregational food drive, we give those in our community the food they hunger for today.  Through our gifts to MAZON, we support programs in our state and our country, in Israel and around the world, that feed people and help lift them out of the poverty that causes hunger.  We must remember that although hungry people need our charity today, what they hunger for tomorrow and the day after that is justice.

The Book of Leviticus tells us to leave the corners of our fields and the gleanings of our harvest for the poor and the stranger.  Through “The Corners Of Our Fields,” we give new life to the ancient Jewish tradition of feeding the hungry.  And we deepen the meaning of our Yom Kippur fast by helping to ease the involuntary fast of millions in our country and our world, whose hunger will not end at sundown.

For the 14th consecutive year, the Reform, Conservative and Reconstructionist Movements along with Hillel International and various havurot, community centers, unaffiliated synagogues, individuals and families, are joining as one in this appeal, speaking in a united voice out of the tradition common to all of us — providing to those who are poor and hungry.  [Name of Congregation] is blessed to be a part of such a Jewish community.  Our united effort over the last thirteen years raised millions of pounds of food, and almost 14 million for MAZON.

There is still much more that we can — and must — do together.  It is scandalous that, in a nation blessed with extraordinary abundance, millions do not have enough to eat.  Millions of American children go to school hungry, unable to concentrate and learn.  Millions of elderly people live with hunger each day, uncertain of where their next meal is coming from.  And millions of all ages in between struggle under the crushing weight of hunger and poverty.

At this time of introspection and self-examination, we remember our hungry brothers and sisters by bringing nonperishable food to the synagogue.  Let me also suggest this:  Later this evening, as you gather with friends and family to break your daylong fast, see that you also help break the fast of another.  Take one of the MAZON envelopes you’ve received (or are available in the lobby), put a check inside and mail it to MAZON.  Give what you and your family would have spent on food for this one day, or give any amount that you feel is appropriate.  

Remember that Leviticus did not tell us the size of the corners of our fields to be left for the poor and the stranger.  That element — measuring our own generosity — is left to each of us.  Your act of chesed, of loving kindness, will help ease the hunger of millions of people for whom fasting brings not meaning, but pain.
(*State hunger info. on reverse side)
Hunger in the United States

“Never before have we seen the need for emergency food increase so dramatically!”  At MAZON we’re hearing this lament from all of our food providers on a routine basis. Across the country there has been a surge of people seeking emergency food assistance and households that are now classified as “food insecure.” Over the past few years, the hunger landscape has dramatically changed. The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Economic Research Service reported in December 2009 that an unacceptably high 15 percent (14.6%) of the U.S. population, representing 17 million households, were food insecure in 2008. The prevalence of food insecurity was the highest observed since nationally representative food security surveys were initiated in 1995! It is estimated that 49 million Americans, including nearly 17 (16.7) million children, are food insecure. This translates into one in seven Americans struggled to obtain adequate amounts of food for their families; and even more troubling, one in four children now live on the edge of hunger. 

Hunger: State-by-State
	State
	Food insecure - average 2006-2008
	Food insecure

(% of households)

	United States
	116,785,000
	12.2

	Alaska
	247,000
	11.6

	Alabama
	1,873,000
	13.3

	Arkansas
	1,149,000
	15.9

	Arizona
	2,496,000
	13.2

	California
	12,882,000
	12.0

	Colorado
	1,949,000
	11.6

	Connecticut
	1,388,000
	11.0

	District of Columbia
	277,000
	12.4

	Delaware
	338,000
	9.4

	Florida
	7,463,000
	12.2

	Georgia
	3,670,000
	14.2

	Hawaii
	452,000
	9.1

	Iowa
	1,233,000
	11.6

	Idaho
	547,000
	11.4

	Illinois
	4,930,000
	11.1

	Indiana
	2,483,000
	11.2

	Kansas
	1,143,000
	13.8

	Kentucky
	1,663,000
	12.6

	Louisiana
	1,647,000
	11.0

	Massachusetts
	2,484,000
	8.3

	Maryland
	2,149,000
	9.6

	Maine
	541,000
	13.7

	Michigan
	3,973,000
	12.0

	Minnesota
	2,110,000
	10.3

	Missouri
	2,421,000
	14.0

	Mississippi
	1,149,000
	17.4

	Montana
	426,000
	10.9

	North Carolina
	3,580,000
	13.7

	North Dakota
	272,000
	6.9

	Nebraska
	710,000
	10.4

	New Hampshire
	518,000
	8.5

	New Jersey
	3,148,000
	10.3

	New Mexico
	761,000
	14.1

	Nevada
	984,000
	12.4

	New York
	7,596,000
	11.3

	Ohio
	4,567,000
	13.3

	Oklahoma
	1,414,000
	14.0

	Oregon
	1,498,000
	13.1

	Pennsylvania
	4,970,000
	11.2

	Rhode Island
	427,000
	11.7

	South Carolina
	1,795,000
	13.1

	South Dakota
	325,000
	10.3

	Tennessee
	2,520,000
	13.5

	Texas
	8,646,000
	16.3

	Utah
	861,000
	11.2

	VA Virginia
	2,966,000
	8.6

	Vermont
	261,000
	12.1

	Washington
	2,599,000
	11.1

	Wisconsin
	2,312,000
	10.1

	WV West Virginia 
	727,000
	12.0

	WY Wyoming
	221,000
	9.2


National Anti-Hunger Organizations 2009, NAHO Roadmap to Eng Childhood Hunger in America 2015

Household Food Security in the United States, 2008, USDA Economic Research Report No. (ERR-83) 66 pp, November 2009
