July 12, 2010
Dear Friend:

Our Jewish tradition impels us to set aside “the corners of our fields” for the poor and the stranger, so that they might share in the bounty of our harvest. For the last 13 years, thousands of Jews have given life to that tradition by supporting “The Corners Of Our Fields,” a High Holy Days appeal that seeks funds for MAZON:  A Jewish Response to Hunger and food for local charities.  Thus far, our cooperative effort has raised almost $14 million and millions of pounds of food.
This year, for the 14th consecutive year, synagogues, community centers, havurot and individuals are joining with MAZON in an extraordinary act of Jewish pluralism.  The appeal gives us the opportunity to act as one in demonstrating that concern for the plight of poor and hungry people is common to us all.  The exemplary response of American Jewry has enabled MAZON to make generous grants totaling more than  $50 million, including more than $3 million to agencies in Israel that are expert in providing food to those in need in that country.

The enclosed materials are similar to those of the past thirteen years and, with the exception of the envelopes, are all available in downloadable form on MAZON’s website - mazon.org:  

•     a camera-ready ad for placement in your bulletin or newsletter;

· sermon notes about “The Corners Of Our Fields” and its roots in our tradition, complete with state-by-state hunger facts (additional sermons and hunger facts are available upon request);

· step-by-step guidelines to conducting the appeal;

· a sample MAZON return envelope.  The envelopes can be stapled to grocery bags distributed to your congregants on Rosh Hashanah, or placed on each seat in the sanctuary.  You may call (310) 442-0020, fax (310) 442-0030 or e-mail your order to MAZON at mazonmail@mazon.org.
The materials will help provide you with the means to conduct “The Corners Of Our Fields” in your congregation — quickly, simply, and, we believe, appropriately during the High Holy Days.  

Please respond favorably to our request, as, together, we respond to the Prophet Isaiah’s challenge:  “Is this not the fast I have chosen...to share your bread with the hungry?”
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Barbara H. Bergen

Acting President
MAZON:  A Jewish Response to Hunger


